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Outline 

The role of the Adaptation Sub-Committee of the Committee on Climate 
Change 

Climate change and surface water flood risk 

Policies and responsibility for surface water management in England 

Impacts of policies on surface water flooding 

Next steps 
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The Adaptation Sub-Committee (ASC) 

Statutory roles under the 
Climate Change Act 2008: 

 

• To provide advice to 
Government on the Climate 
Change Risk Assessment 
(advisory role) 

 

• To report to Parliament on 
progress by the National 
Adaptation Programme 
(scrutiny role) 

Prof Lord John 
Krebs (chair) 

Prof Dame 
Anne Johnson 

Sir Graham 
Wynne 

Ece 
Ozdemiroglou  

Rosalyn 
Schofield 

Prof Jim Hall 
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The ASC’s role in the UK adaptation policy cycle 
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Global average temperature has been steadily 
increasing 

Source: Met Office, NASA, NOAA 

Global average surface temperature 
above pre-industrial 
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2016 is extremely likely to be the warmest year on 
record, the third record warmest year in a row 

Source: Met Office, NASA, NOAA 

Global average surface temperature 
above pre-industrial 
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Higher temperature means higher atmospheric moisture, 
which can result in heavier rainfall events 
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Higher temperature means higher atmospheric moisture, 
which can result in heavier rainfall events 
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Current and future risk of UK surface water flooding 

Cockermouth, December 2015 
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Policies and responsibility for surface water 
management in England 
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Important surface water flood risk issues that current 
policies might affect 

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Assessing the positive and negative trends on surface 
water flood risk 
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The area of impermeable surfacing is increasing 

Changes in urban area by surface type 
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Assessing the positive and negative trends on surface 
water flood risk 
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Assessing the positive and negative trends on surface 
water flood risk 
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Funding for local flood risk management are decreasing 

CHART 
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The number of local flood risk management strategies 
has increased, but rate of progress is slow 
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Assessing the positive and negative trends on surface 
water flood risk 
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Assessing the positive and negative trends on surface 
water flood risk 
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No clear trend in the number of households flooded 
internally from sewers 

•
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Assessing the positive and negative trends on surface 
water flood risk 
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Assessing the positive and negative trends on surface 
water flood risk 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

 

 

 



27 

The area of urban greenspace has declined since 2001 

•
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Assessing the positive and negative trends on surface 
water flood risk 
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Assessing the positive and negative trends on surface 
water flood risk 
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Uptake of SuDS in new development 
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Assessing the positive and negative trends on surface 
water flood risk 
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The ASC made specific recommendations to 
Government 
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The ASC made specific recommendations to 
Government 
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The ASC will publish an updated assessment in 2017, 
looking at some of these questions 
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Thank you! 

http://www.theccc.org.uk/
mailto:david.thompson@theccc.gsi.gov.uk

